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 & relax
Whether you prefer to tickle your 
toes with cool waves or cuddle 
beside a cozy fireplace, these 
refreshing retreats will take you 
far away from the everyday. 

C O T T A G E S T Y L E   5
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gather 
Pull up a seat, set out some tasty 
treats, and join in the fun. These 
welcoming homesteads easily host 
family and friends. 

C O T T A G E S T Y L E   41
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THIS PHOTO: Basic stock 

cabinets are installed 

symmetrically to keep 

the kitchen lines clean. 

OPPOSITE: Paisley 

wallpaper creates an  

artful backsplash. 

Tempered glass protects 

the paper and makes 

cleaning a snap.

Invite cosmopolitan 
flair into your kitchen 
with dynamic 
influences from 
around the globe.
PHOTOGRAPHER PHIL HARVEY   FIELD EDITOR SARAH ALBA

WORLD  
TRAVELER
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The blending 
of old and 
new is wabi-
sabi, an 
ancient 
Japanese 
design 
approach 
that Rebecca 
embraces.

EVIDENCE OF REBECCA SZETO 
AND ROGER HAGEN’S GLOBAL 
JOURNEYS INFUSE THEIR San 
Francisco condo with elegance. Mementos from 
far-flung places such as Italy, Iceland, Argentina, 
and Chile have found a home throughout the 
house—including in the newly renovated kitchen.  

The result reads like beautiful postcards, but 
things didn’t start out so picture-perfect. The 
10×10-foot kitchen “was in a sorry state thanks to 
numerous patchy updates over the years,” Rebecca 
says. Still, she saw potential, so the kitchen was 
dismantled down to the studs and reconfigured into 
a light, airy space with better flow. Moving gas and 
water lines allowed for the creation of three distinct 
work zones. “We cook quite a bit but also throw a 
lot of cocktail parties, so I wanted the kitchen to 
have the feel of a large bar/entertaining area where 
guests could circulate,” Rebecca says. 

Frameless stock cabinets add a modern element 
without breaking the couple’s budget. Virtually 

indestructible quartz-surfacing 
countertops add a luxe touch. Even the 
floor got a new look, with a dark, 
custom-blended stain and a protective 
polyurethane finish. 

Honoring the home’s past by mixing 
the old with the new, Rebecca observes 
wabi-sabi—an ancient Japanese  
design approach. Deco moldings—dings 
and all—were painted. The Persian rug 
in the kitchen came from Roger’s 
grandfather. Guests sit around a 
midcentury modern teak table on 1920s 
mahogany cane chairs from the St. 
Francis Hotel in San Francisco.

“Wabi-sabi is based on quiet beauty 
attained through time and experience,” 
Rebecca says, alluding to a vintage 
mermaid can opener that inspired the 
peaceful palette of gray, green, and blue. 

When the couple come home, whether 
from a day at the office or from a 

journey, they find refuge in their kitchen. “This is a 
relaxed, uncomplicated, and airy space that makes 
it a pleasure to cook,” Rebecca says.
RESOURCES begin on page 142.

The kitchen is designed for 

easy traffic flow. Windows 

above the sink and prep 

area usher in light.
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11x12 TOTAL $29,574 

    
 
         
 

ECLECTIC101 
MIX IT UP FOR VISUAL VERVE

Here are the key ingredients to 

Rebecca Szeto’s eclectic style. 

Contrast. What works for a wedding 

works here: something old, something 

new, something borrowed, something 

blue (or whatever color you prefer).

Textures. They can be visual, like 

patterned wallpaper, or tactile, like 

salvaged wood countertops. Varying 

surface texture adds depth and 

visual interest.

Composition. Pulling together a look 

begins with arranging the big pieces—

cabinetry, an island, and appliances. 

Then layer in the subtle elements, 

such as small appliances and other 

countertop objects. Both are integral 

parts of the overall environment. 

Time. Be patient so you can find 

just the right decorations and other 

objects. The more time you spend 

looking, the more thoughtful and 

personal your items will be.

Style. Trends are impersonal and 

date your kitchen faster than you can 

say “stirrup pants.” Figure out what 

you really like, and don’t be scared 

to throw it into the mix. Fashion is 

fickle, but personal style endures.

1. GARDEN VIEW
The sink and adjacent prep area 
are positioned under the windows. 
“It’s a simple pleasure to look out 
the window while washing dishes 
or chopping vegetables,” Rebecca 
Szeto says. 

2. EASY ACCESS
To maximize light while providing 
privacy, the door to the balcony has 
a custom ribbed-glass panel. 

3. PREP AREA
A run of countertop on each side 
of the range provides prep and 
serving space.

4. WIDE OPEN
The kitchen is designed with  
an open area for guests to 
congregate. It’s also a perfect place 
for a focal-point antique rug. 

FLOOR PLAN

2

3

4

APPLIANCES COST

 Dishwasher 1,100 

 Range 3,200 

 Refrigerator 2,000 

 Ventilation hood 760

PLUMBING      

 Faucet 350 

 Sink 400 

SURFACES

 Backsplash, wallpaper, 

    tempered glass  750 

 Countertop 3,800 

MISCELLANEOUS

 Custom door 900 

 Floor refinishing 250  

 Light fixtures 1,000

TOTAL     $14,510 

DIRECTIONAL: 

Caption copy will 

go here. Caption 

copy. Caption 

copy will go here. 

Caption copy will 

BUDGET

555556566666556665555665666    RRRRRRREALEALAL--RRREAL--RRRR ARRE LLLIIFIFEEEEE KKitccccchhhenshhens & B & BBB& athathshssssssssaths

DIRECTIONAL:

Caption copy will 

go here. Caption 

copy. Caption

copy will go here. 

Caption copy will 

THIS PHOTO: A high-arc 

faucet and an undermount 

sink add an upscale 

look. OPPOSITE: Rather 

than placing cabinets all 

around the fridge, the 

homeowners opted for 

cabinets on one side and 

a portable wine rack on 

the other.

R/F

DW

MW

11×12

1
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6   REAL-LIFE Kitchens & Baths

Removing part of a wall 

between rooms made way 

for a peninsula. To-the-

ceiling cabinets maximize 

storage. Frosted glass in 

upper cabinets shows only 

the silhouettes of dishes.

FAST  
FINISH

 REAL-LIFE Kitchens & Baths   7

With smart planning 
and a great 
contractor, you can 
have a new kitchen 
in a month.
PHOTOGRAPHER PAUL DYER  
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ASSOCIATIONS AND EDUCATION
● Allied Member, American Society of Interior Designers 
● Certificate of Achievement in Interior Design, June 2003  

San Diego Mesa College, San Diego, California 
● Bachelor of Fine Arts, May 1986 
 University of South Dakota, Vermillion, South Dakota

SOLE PROPRIETOR, By the Sea Design Group
MAGAZINE DESIGN EXPERTISE, 1995 to present
Freelance Art Direction, Magazine Design, Photo Art 
Direction, Interior Prop Styling and Project Design
Client: Meredith Corporation, Des Moines, Iowa
● Contributing Art Director/Graphic Designer for  

over 70 Better Homes and Gardens® Special Interest 
Publications magazines and bookazines, specializing in 
interiors. Conceptualized and produced Dream Bedrooms 
bookazine, Bath Makeovers magazine and Real-Life 
Kitchens & Baths bookazine. Designed several issues of 
Decorating magazine, Beautiful Interiors magazine, Storage 
magazine, Elegant Homes bookazine, Country French 
bookazine and Cottage Style bookazine.

● Art Direction, Photo Styling and/or Project Design for 
over 40 Better Homes and Gardens® Special Interest 
Publications photo shoots, specializing in interiors, project 
design and creative tabletop.  

INTERIOR DESIGN EXPERIENCE, June 2004 to present
● Better Homes and Gardens® Special Interest Publications 

100 Decorating Ideas Under $100, Summer 2010. 
Transformed cottage dining room and kitchen using a citrus 
theme. Designed 17 project ideas, produced all projects, 
prop styled and art directed photo shoot.

● A Designer’s Influence, Peni Wilson, IIDA, CID.  
Freelanced from May 2004 to August 2005, work included; 
furniture/accessory shopping and installation of 4 luxury 
apartment models, color boards, perspective renderings, 
graphic design for client identity and promotional folder.

● KZ Design Group, Kathleen Zbacnik, ASID, IIDA, CID. 
Freelanced from August 2003 to May 2004, work included; 
creating 5 large color boards, photo styling for ASID 
Kitchen Tour and several pencil perspective renderings.

● Better Homes and Gardens® HGTV Before and After 
Decorating Book 2003. Transformed living room using a 
storage theme and bedroom using a ribbon theme. Created 
color palettes, designed projects, produced all projects, 
prop styled and art directed photo shoot.

AWARDS AND VOLUNTEER POSITIONS
● Deborah L. Thomas Memorial Award for Outstanding 

Student Leader: Received scholarship to attend the 2004 
ASID National Convention in Savannah, Georgia. 

● ASID President. San Diego Mesa College Student Chapter 
of ASID 2003-2004. 

● ASID Newsletter Chair. San Diego Mesa College Student 
Chapter of ASID 2002-2003. 

● ASID Newsletter of the Year Award. San Diego Mesa 
College Student Chapter of ASID newsletter, Focal Point, 
was chosen by ASID National as the 2002-2003 Newsletter 
of the Year. 

● 2003 Interior Design Exhibit, San Diego Mesa College.  
1st Place: INTE 115 Lighting & Color custom fixture. 

 1st Place: INTE 105 Residential Design space plan and model.  
3rd Place: INTE 130 Merchandising commercial and 
residential space plan, elevations and material specifications. 

ART DIRECTOR
Better Homes and Gardens® Craftways
April 1993 to November 1995
Meredith Corporation, Des Moines, Iowa
● Supervise photographic and design conceptualization for  

all interior and craft magazines and books produced by 
Better Homes and Gardens® Craftways.

● Other related responsibilities included; maintaining all Art 
department budgets and schedules, managed all separation, 
production and printing for all Better Homes and Gardens® 
Craftways publications. Managed Art Department personnel 
to ensure and maintain visual quality standards. 

POSITIONS WITH MEREDITH CORPORATION
Better Homes and Gardens® Special Interest Publications
Meredith Corporation, Des Moines, Iowa
Associate Art Director, January 1991 to April 1993
Assistant Art Director, April 1990 to January 1991
Senior Graphic Designer, May 1989 to April 1990
Graphic Designer, September 1986 to May 1989
Graphic Design Internship, May 1985 to August 1985

SKILLS
● Highly organized, extremely motivated and very creative. 

Strong interpersonal communication skills.  
● Trained and working knowledge of Macintosh electronic 

desktop publishing software including; Adobe InDesign, 
Adobe Photoshop, Adobe Illustrator and Microsoft Word. 

Resume of Gayle Schadendorf

Gayle Schadendorf
  allied member ASID
 phone 619.997.6580 
 gayle@bytheseadesigngroup.com

by the
d e s i g n  g r o u p

  mailing address ˜ po box 180300, coronado, california 92178
www.bytheseadesigngroup.com ̃  www.tasselsbythesea.com
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